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Dialogue and dialectics. Take a dialogue and remove the voices (the partitioning of
voices), remove the intonations (emotional and individualizing ones), carve out abstract
concepts and judgments from living words and responses, cram everything into the abstract
consciousness — and that how you get dialectics (Bakhtin 1986, 147).
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Adam, Antoine
1953: Verlaine, I'homme et l'ceuvre, Hatier-Boivin, Paris.

Barthes, Roland
1975: Roland Barthes par Roland Barthes, Seuil, Paris.

Genette, Gerard
1982: Palimpsestes: la littérature au second degré, Seuil, Paris.

Mandelstam, Osip Emilevich

1973: Complete Poetry of Osip Emilevich Mandelstam, translated by Burton Raffel and Alla
Burago, with an introduction and notes by Sidney Monas, State University of New
York Press, Albany.

Verhaeren, Emile
1977: Poémes choisis, édition établie et présentée par Robert Vivier, la renaissance du livre,
Mercure de France, Bruxelles.

2001: Poésie complete, édition critique établie par Michel Otten et présentée par Marie-
France Renard, éditions Labor et Archives & Musée de la Literature, tome 3, Bruxelles.

Verlaine, Paul

1965: Qeuvres poétiques completes, texte établi et annoté par Yves-Gérard Le Dantec,
édition révisée complétée et présentée par Jacques Borel, NRF, Bibliotheque de la
Pléiade, Paris.

TapaHoBckHuii, K.®

1980: ‘3eneHble 3Be3an1 ¥ Jloroiuve Boxe: B JIupuke bnoka’, Russian Literature (Amsterdam)
8:4, 363-376.
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Song of Solomon, when we need a balance to prophetic polemic (Updike 1997, 10).
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Contacts with Persian Culture Throughout the Ages, Ben-Zvi Institute, Jerusalem,
83-100.
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Jof an Immortal

In 'El Inmortal,' the fictional biography becomes a voyage through literature; in 'El hacedor’
it is platonic myth of literary creation. Both protagonists appear to be allegories of the
‘author', whom Homer has come to epitomize (Jullien 1995, 136).
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1.
Towards ‘the Ultimate Human Synthesis’:
Dialectics of Undecidability in Lea Goldberg’s Work

Anat Weisman

The paper proposes a description of the distinctive texture of Lea Goldberg’s
work: a quick alternation between contradictory emotions and values that
induces a particular ambivalence. I call this poetics ‘Oscillating Dialectics’.
It strives for a kind of completeness, towards a synthesis of contradictions,
but the synthesis is never reached. No transcendent unity subsumes the
contradictions, the works remains oscillating between its poles. The first part
of the paper analyzes the poem ‘White Days’ (Yamim Levanim) in order to
describe the psycho-esthetic stance of the poetess through a concrete example.
I show that this stance is manifested at the level of ideas, of values and of
prosody. Many of Goldberg’s poems, over the course of her writing years,
are founded on the model of ‘multistability in perception’ effect (the Duck/
Rabbit or the Necker cube riddle paintings). In the second part of the paper,
with reference to further examples, I show Goldberg’s poetry as characterized
by the painful illusion of the necessity of choice, and the conscious rejection

of the transcendental.

2.

Reading Lea Goldberg’s On Blossom as a Palimpsest
Giddon Ticotsky

The poems of the Hebrew woman poet Lea Goldberg (1911-1970) are usually
considered as symbolist and therefore detached from their time. Goldberg’s
poem book Al ha-Prikha (On Blossom, 1948) serves as a test-case to identify
its references to history: the Second World War, the Holocaust and the
independence of the state of Israel. By discovering the different ‘urtexts’ of the
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poems — their Russian, German and Italian sources of influence — the reader
can understand Goldberg’s own representation of her time. For example, she
tends to read WW2 through the impressions of the Russian poets Alexander
Blok and Osip Mandelstam from WW1 and the Russian revolutions. The
different layers of Goldberg’s palimpsest also portray her inclination towards
two opposite mentors: the Hebrew poet Avraham Ben-Yitzhak (Sonne), who
represented to her the German symbolistic poetry (‘art for art’s sake’), and on
the other hand, another Avraham — the Hebrew poet Avraham Shlonsky, who
believed in a more engaged poetry and was an ardent follower of the dominant
modernist Russian poets. The ‘Palimpsestical effect’ of On Blossom poems is
not only retrospective but also prospective: in their turn, the poems of this book
were interwoven into Israeli culture and were integrated into some popular and
literary works which correspond with them.

3.

The Terrible Power of Ethics:
A.B. Yehoshua’s A Journey to the End of the Millennium

Adia Mendelson-Maoz

In recent years an academic debate has emerged around the relationships
between ethics and literature. This article is a contribution to the evolving
field of ethical criticism, confronting its theoretical basics and offering a
new practice of reading, through an analysis of A.B. Yehoshua’s work, 4
Journey to the End of the Millennium. Until the last decades many writers
and scholars opposed any discussion of moral or ethical themes in the
context of literary works. Their objection stemmed from the fear that the
literary work will turn to a dogmatic text and be used for conservative
education. However, behind that fear stands the binary concept of Western
culture as an enlightened one, contrary to what may be considered the dark
non-Western cultures of the third world. In this article, I offer an innovative
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study on the interface between the practice of ethical reading and the post-
colonialist thought, through a reading of Yehoshua’s work. By revealing this
often hidden link I propose a criticism over the seemingly objective attribute
of Western morality, demonstrating that the Western apparently universal
concepts of ethics are in fact part of the power relations between hegemonic
cultures and subordinate ones.

4.

‘How Can I Endure to See the Evil’:
Text and Intertext in A.B. Yehoshua’s Novel
Friendly Fire

Tehilla Shwartz-Altshuler

In A.B. Yehoshua’s novel Friendly Fire there exists a prominent correspondence
with the Bible: the novel’s characters read the Bible, they are angry, excited and
indifferent towards it, translate it and (almost) throw it into the fire. In this
article, I investigate the different intertextual appearances of the book of Song
of Songs in the novel, and show how the play on different types of intertextuality
adds layers of depth to the understanding of the novel. I show that the use
of the Song of Songs portrays two important themes in the novel: the theme
of dialogue (the “Duet”) and the theme of mediation, while also weaving the
theme of missed opportunities into the fabric of the story. The correspondence
with the literal meaning of the Song of Songs and its perception as a drama
whose dialogue does not lead to a sincere listening between two sides, that
control and aggression are entwined in it inside beautiful allegories of love,
clarifies a bit of the chaos boiling under the orderly design of the (lack of) duet
in the novel. Just when the novel’s protagonist, Jeremiah, wishes to deal with
forgetting, the Bible deals with memory, not just personal or collective, but also
a circular memory which has neither a beginning nor an end. The sub-textual
connections between other basic Biblical texts that appear in the novel receive a
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power of their own and amplify the failure and feeling of missed opportunities
in not finding a common, useful, mediatory language. Therefore, the Biblical
works converse with each other in the novel and this sub-discourse adds to
the enrichment of the upper discourse, in which the dimension of allegory is
limited.

The Renaissance from the Other Side:

The Struggle with Chaim Nachman Bialik’s Poetics in
Uri Zvi Greenberg’s Early Work

Karin Neuburger

Inthis article, I present a comparative reading of two of Uri Zvi Greenberg’s early
Hebrew poems (published in 1912-13), in which he re-visits and corresponds
with two of Bialik’s most famous works (‘HaKayitz Gove’a’/Summer Passes
Away and ‘Im Dimdumei HaKhama’/At the Setting of the Sun). In the course
of this reading, I show that Greenberg’s early poetry is not epigonic, weak, and
preponderantly determined by emotions, as suggested in the research dealing
with his work, but rather revolts against Bialik’s poetics. While Bialik invested
much effort in order to maintain a fundamental distinction between aesthetic
and real worlds and thus also between poetry and politics, at the very beginning
of his career Greenberg aspired to blurring the borderlines between the poem
and the world. Thereby, he wished to establish an alternative to the concept
of Jewish culture introduced by his forerunner, i.e. he strived at interfering in
politics through writing poetry and intended to bestow an explicitly political
character upon modern Jewish culture. It is in this context that I suggest to
read young Greenberg’s preference of Yiddish to Hebrew as a poetic language
as an expression of his revolt against Bialik and not as an attempt to avoid a

controversy with him.
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6.

Meeting Alterman in the Sands

Sigal Naor-Perelman

In the poem ‘With Alterman in the Sands’, which was printed in Hadarim
in 2001, Natan Zach ‘causes’ a late and hesitant meeting between the two
most important poets to have influenced Modern Hebrew poetry, Natan Zach
and Natan Alterman. This meeting forces a direct conflict between “Zach’s”
poetic portrait and that of “Alterman”. Though this dispute was ‘forced’ on
“Alterman” in the poem, the reading illustrated, primarily, that Zach feels that
his poetic arguments are no longer as strong as they used to be. In the poem,
the poeto-biographical self-image is reflected and becomes clear when Zach
uses different poetic media that narrow the gap between the poetic viewpoints
of “Zach” and “Alterman”. Confronting his real and imminent death, “Zach”
admits that the human experience, which has been a central principle in his
poetry, is getting weaker now. Once again he contests Alterman’s poetic
claim that human experience is not enough and that life has to lean to some
extent on a historical view. The feeling that human experience is not enough
anymore is expressed also through Zach’s experienced voice, a style which
he then attacks in Alterman’s poetry. Throughout the poem “Zach” tries to get
close to “Alterman” but “Alterman” disagrees. Furthermore, at the end of the
poem “Alterman” turns out to be a great father-figure, almost a divinity, which
prevents “Zach” from drawing closer to him and asking his forgiveness.

7.

National Symbols and Kabbalistic Motives in the Figure
of Leah in Lifnim Min ha-Homah

Elchanan Shilo

This paper deals with Jewish national symbols and Kabbalistic motives which
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Agnon uses in creating Leah, the heroine of his story Lifnim Min ha-Homah.
At the beginning the various symbolic layers of the story are discussed. Leah
is identified with the Jewish nation, her father is identified with God, and their
house is identified with the Temple. Agnon’s reason for writing symbolically
is also discussed. In the second part of the paper, the Kabbalistic motives
that form the heroine Leah’s personality are addressed. According to the pre-
Lurianic mysticism Agnon identifies Leah with the sefira Bina, ‘intelligence,’
and other similar motives such as heart, the day of atonement, soul, Alma
d’etcasa and trei rain delo mitparshin. According to Lurianic Kabbalah, Agnon
identifies Leah with Jerusalem, humility, the inner self of the Shechina, the soul
of Malchut and ‘zivug neshikin’. On the one hand, Agnon puts metaphysical
meaning into realistic descriptions, and his work of art proceeds from reality to
metaphysical being; on the other hand, he puts the Kabbalistic idea into literary
reality.

8.

Opera Seria?
Grandiosity and Masculinity in David Shiitz’s Stories

Yigal Schwartz

David Schiitz is a forgotten writer. Adult lovers of literature remember him,
but few young bibliophiles have ever heard his name. This is a seemingly
strange and surprising phenomenon, since he is a contemporary writer who
was well known not very long ago. His last book was published in 1997, and
was preceded by seven others, some of which won critical acclaim, and three
of which became bestsellers. How, then, can we explain his nearly complete
disappearance from the visual field of contemporary literature? The answer to
this question, which this article attempts to establish, is that Schiitz was never
really accepted into the center of the Israeli literary system. Indeed, he earned a
faithful audience of readers, mainly thanks to the fascinating plots of his stories
and also because of the confessional, revealing position of his narrators, and
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perhaps even for ex-literary reasons — his bizarre biography and the fact that he
was a handsome man — but, in fact, he was and remained all his life an ‘outside
child’ in Hebrew literature, because the thematic and aesthetic codes of his
work did not fit those of the center of the contemporary Israeli literary system.
Yigal Schwartz attempts to support this claim at two complementary levels:
the level of the world of emotion and consciousness that Schiitz creates and
the level of the author’s style which both, separately and together, significantly
deviate from the normative Israeli ‘horizon of expectations’.

9.

The Secular Hebrew Poet as Cultural Hero
in the Middle Ages

Yosef Tobi

The actual change in the status of the Hebrew poets as cultural heroes began
toward the mid-10th century under the influence of the Arab culture. As is
known, the Arab poet was a central figure and a cultural hero in jahili Arab
society. Then, Arab poetry began to fulfill a new function - praise of the ruler in
exchange for a gift of material pleasure. In any event, the literary and spiritual
activity of most Arab poets was restricted to the field of poetry, and they did
not belong to the social and spiritual leadership circle of their community. The
Hebrew poet was a cultural hero of the Jewish community in Spain in General
— not only of its poets — as is shown by the fact that chronological works from
the Spanish period mention the poets among the national spiritual and religious
figures. In contrast to the typical Arab poet, all the Jewish poets in Andalusia,
except for Ibn Khalfun, were not occupied only with poetry as their single
preoccupation. There is no doubt that their social and spiritual prestige and
their status of cultural heroes stemmed not just from their poetry, and perhaps
not at all from their poetry. They were also Bible commentators, linguists
scholars, philosophers, physicians, political personalities, heads of the Jewish
community, heads of yeshivas and religious court judges. In all, the Jewish poet
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in Andalusia was counted among the leadership of his community and clearly
committed to the Jewish tradition.

10.

The ‘Radiant Robe’ Story
and its Midrashic and Biblical Parallels

Ronit Shoshany

The story of the ‘Radiant Robe’ first appears in Hibbur Yafeh me-ha-Yeshuah
(‘The Book of Comfort’) by R. Nissim B. Jacob of Kairouan (Hirschberg
edition, 26-29). Scholars have pointed out various elements in the story —
such as the selling of the wife into slavery - which are foreign to Jewish
values. Following Baneth, most scholars maintain that the story has a Muslim
source. This paper argues that the ‘Radiant Robe’ story has common features
with the tale of Abba Yudan (Vayikra Rabba 5:4 and parallels), and that the
reason scholars have not discovered this connection is that R. Nissim adapted
and enlarged the Abba Yudan story according to the Joseph cycle in Genesis
and other biblical and rabbinic motifs. The tale of Abba Yudan is meant to
encourage charity. Its adaptation in light of the additional sources directs the
story to a new meaning: encouraging faith in God’s salvation and expressing
complete trust in His righteousness.

11.

‘The Impotence of the Heart’:
Uri Nissan Gnessin’s Relation to the Works of
Anton Chekhov

Rina Lapidus

Uri Nissan Gnessin (1879-1913) had a powerful connection to the works of
the great Russian authors: Gogol, Turgenev, Tolstoy. Particularly striking is his
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relation to the work of Anton Chekhov, in terms of language, characterization,
subject matter, ideological background, and compositicn. The present paper
focuses upon Gnessin’s novel By (Etsel), which is compared to Chekhov’s
Uncle Vanya and to his stories ‘Springtime’, ‘Talent’, ‘Willow’, ‘Verochka’,
‘Misery’, ‘The Duel’, and “Witch’. I find similarities in the fashioning of many
subjects, such as the scenes of nature that concretize the hero’s loneliness. The
protagonist is ‘a superfluous man’ of the type made known by Goncharov,
Lermontov, Turgenev and Panaev. He is unable to sustain an ongoing
romantic relationship and as a result of the failure of his relationships with
women undertakes a pathetic and ridiculous attempt to murder his rival or to
commit suicide. However, notwithstanding the similarities, there are important
differences between the two. Chekhov’s works are fashioned with a humoristic,
melancholy and lyrical atmosphere, while Gnessin creates a heavy, frigid
atmosphere of suffering and thoughts of the destruction that await the hero and
the author at the end of their path. Chekhov is a literary artist whose style is
reminiscent of a comedy, while Gnessin is a philosopher, whose work is written
1n an existential, suicidal mood.

12.

Natan Yonatan: Homeric Poems

Anat Koplowitz-Breier

This article examines a unique phenomenon in Natan Yonatan’s poetry, which
I call his ‘Homeric Poems.” These poems have intertextual connections with
The Iliad and The Odyssey. It appears that these intertextual relations began
in 1952 and increased up to his latest poems, written in the summer of 2002.
The ‘Homeric Poems’ can be divided into three groups, the first one being
poems which relate to the Trojan War, in particular to the soldiers who survived
and returned home. The second group of poems is based on the character of
Odysseus, an ex-soldier, an adventurer, a wanderer, and a family man. In some
of these poems the poet considers Odysseus as a reflection of himself. The third
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group focuses on Homer and his creative work. Homer is considered as the
model of the poet; the poems in this group demonstrate Yonatan’s arspoetics.
Thus, his ‘Homeric Poems’ show several different aspects of Yonatan’s poetry;
furthermore, their intertextuality adds more value to their meaning.
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